MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

Preserving Press Freedom Since 1868

Experiencing a courtroom closure and are not sure what to say? Use the letter template below. Contact
the MPA Hotline with additional questions or concerns.

May it please the Court, | am (name) of (other news organization). | respectfully request the opportunity
to register on the record an objection to closing this proceeding to the public. The (organization) requests
a hearing at which its counsel may present to the Court legal authority and arguments showing why any
closure in this proceeding would be improper.

The press and the public have a constitutional right to attend judicial proceedings, and may not be
excluded unless the Court makes findings, on the record, that: (1) closure is required to preserve a
compelling constitutional interest, (2) no adequate alternatives to closure exist, and (3) the closure
ordered is narrowly tailored to protect the threatened interest effectively.

The (other news organization) submits that these findings cannot be made here, especially given the
public interest in this proceeding. The public has a right to be informed of what transpires in this case, the
positions being argued by the parties, and the factual basis for rulings made by the Court. The Court should
avoid any impression that justice is being carried on in secret. (news organization) objects to any closure
order and respectfully requests a hearing at which it can present full legal arguments and authority in
support of this position. Thank you.

If the court will not allow a reporter to be heard, a brief written statement —
handwritten is fine — should be delivered to the courtroom clerk, making these
same points.
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